
Recycling Progress Report 2016     
   

Greetings Refuse/Recycling Customers! 

According to the USEPA, the average person in the US generates 4.4 pounds of waste every day.  1.5 pounds is recycled or 
composted; the remaining 2.9 pounds finds its way to a landfill.  How do we compare? 
 
The City’s waste stream has been in gradual decline for nearly 25 years; reduced from about 4,500 tons per year to 3,500 
tons/year. That’s great news and fits in well with the most important step in the Waste Management Hierarchy pyramid.   

 
In Oberlin, we generate about 3.3 pounds of waste per person per day.  
That’s 25% less than the national average.  In 2015, we disposed of 
3,504.82 tons of solid waste.  We also recycled 1,536.39 tons of paper, 
glass, plastics, metal cans and organic materials.  Each of us recycles just 
over a pound per day.  In 2015, our recycling rate inched up to 30.56%.  
 
While we strive to reduce solid waste going to the landfill and to increase 
recycling recovery rates, there is still a lot of work to do to achieve the 
goals of 
our Zero 
Waste 
Plan. 
 
Using our 
2015 solid 
waste and 

recycling data and comparing it to national statistics on the 
composition of the residential/commercial waste stream, we 
find that there is still plenty of room for improved recovery of 
almost every type of material.   
 

Paper remains the single largest component of our waste 
stream, followed closely by food waste. In combination, 
each of us throws away almost a pound of paper and food 
waste every day!  Between the City’s recycling service and 
the Paper Retriever collection bins behind the Oberlin 
Public Library, at all schools and on campus at the college, 
most kinds of paper can be easily recovered.  
 
Food waste presents a great opportunity to reduce the 
waste stream.  A few tips to keep in mind are: 
 

• purchase only what you can eat before it spoils 
• plan meals to use what you have available 
• size portions appropriately  

 
Each of us throws out almost ½ pound of food everyday! 

Consider setting up a home composting system to manage the food scraps you do produce. See the Rebate Offer on the 
other side of this page. 



                                                                                                                             


