CITY OF OBERLIN, OHIO

RESOLUTION No. R22-09 CMS

A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO THE U.S. SUPREME COURT OPINION IN DOBBS V.
JACKSON WOMEN’S HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND AFFIRMING AND SUPPORTING
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS FOR ALL IN OBERLIN, OHIO AS AN
EMERGENCY MEASURE

WHEREAS, on June 24, 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court, in the case Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization, overturned the landmark Roe v. Wade decision that has protected the freedom to seek
an abortion without government intrusion since 1973; and

WHEREAS, laws restricting access to abortion, contraception, and healthcare deliberately,
disproportionately, and unfairly target and negatively impact poor and working-class people and
people of color whose access to reproductive healthcare is severely limited as a result of the inequity
and inefficiency of the private, for-profit healthcare, and health insurance industries; and

WHEREAS, the overturning of Roe v. Wade disregards the fundamental human right to bodily
autonomy and choice, and sets a legal precedent that will almost certainly be used to overturn other
fundamental legal rights for all people, including marriage equality and access to contraception; and

WHEREAS, the Republican-controlled State Legislature of Ohio is currently poised to further restrict
or ban access to abortions altogether in the wake of the United States Supreme Court’s recent decision;
and

WHEREAS, since its founding in 1833, Oberlin, Ohio has historically been committed to advocating
for policies and practices that actively dismantle systems of discrimination, inequity, oppression, and
racism. In addition, the residents of Oberlin have provided sanctuary for all people for many reasons,
including African-Americans seeking refuge during slavery, for Blacks and women seeking education,
for Japanese-Americans facing internment in war camps during WWII, and for undocumented
immigrants in the facing deportation in the 20th and 21st centuries; and

WHEREAS, the City of Oberlin will continue to uphold the right of all persons to bodily autonomy by
protecting their right to reproductive freedom, educating residents about their access to reproductive
healthcare, and welcoming anyone in Oberlin to exercise their reproductive rights fully; in addition,
Oberlin will act as a model for other cities seeking to uphold total reproductive freedom for all;

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the City Council of the City of Oberlin, County of Lorain,
State of Ohio:

SECTION 1 That the Oberlin City Council strongly condemns the U.S. Supreme Court’s majority opinion
in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, which effectively overturns Roe v. Wade. Oberlin
City Council urges U.S. Supreme Court justices to retract their support for this opinion and to respect
the bodily autonomy of women and LGBTQ people.






