
CITY OF OBERLIN, OHIO

ORDINANCE NO. 22-60 AC CMS

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A

LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH THE WESTERN RESERVE LAND CONSERVANCY FOR THE

PURPOSE OF DEVELOPING A PUBLIC ACCESS “BOARDWALK” TRAIL FROM A PORTION OF

THE CITY-OWNED “RAMSEY RIGHT-OF-WAY” (LORAIN COUNTY PERMANENT PARCEL NO.

1400007000002) TO THE WESTERN RESERVE LAND CONSERVANCY’S PROPERTY (LORAIN

COUNTY PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 1400007000001) AS AN EMERGENCY MEASURE

WHEREAS, the Western Reserve Land Conservaney (the “Land Conservancy”) is

proposing to install a “boardwalk” trail approximately 175 feet long adjacent to a wetland area in

the southeastern portion of the approximately 63-acre Oberlin Preserve Property at 425 West

Hamilton Street; and

WHEREAS, the proposed boardwalk would connect a portion of the City-owned “Ramsey

Right-of-Way” and a wetland area on the Land Conservancy’s property as shown in the site plan

map in Exhibit A of this Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, approximately 50 feet of the proposed boardwalk trail will extend into the

“Ramsey Right-of-Way”; and

WHEREAS, both the City-owned “Ramsey Right-of-Way” and the Land Conservancy’s

property are zoned “P-1’’/Public Park and Recreation District which permits public parks and

facilities erected by non-profit corporations such as the Land Conservancy; and

WHEREAS, the wetland area adjacent to the proposed “boardwalk” trail is a favorite of

birders and Oberlin residents who visit the wetland and view the birds, amphibians and reptiles,

especially the turtles; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, at its meeting on September 7, 2022 approved the

site plan for the proposed “boardwalk” trail subject to the Land Conservancy obtaining an

easement or license agreement from the City of Oberlin to connect to the “Ramsey Right-of-Way”;
and

WHEREAS, the Land Conservancy has obtained grant funding to construct the proposed

“boardwalk” trail; and.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Oberlin, Lorain

County, State of Ohio:

SECTION 1. That the City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to enter into a license

agreement with the Western Reserve Land Conservancy, a private non-profit Ohio corporation,

substantially in the form as attached hereto as Exhibit B.

SECTION 2. It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council

concerning or relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this
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Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such

formal action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements,

including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety of the citizens of the City of

Oberlin, Ohio or to provide for the usual daily operation of a municipal department, to wit: to

facilitate the construction of a public boardwalk trail for the enjoyment of Oberlin and area

residents and to utilize grant funding for its construction before the end of the 2022 construction

season and provided that it is elevated to emergency status by the affirmative vote of at least five
members of Council and receives the affirmative vote of at least five members of Council upon

final passage, it shall go into full force and effect from and immediately after its passage;

otherwise, it shall take effect on the earliest date allowed by law.

PASSED: 1st Reading: October 3, 2022

2nd Reading:

3rd Reading:

ATTEST:

BRYAN BURGESS ^

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL
BELINDA B. ANDERSON, MMC
CLERK OF COUNCIL
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