CITY OF OBERLIN, OH

ORDINANCE No. 23-76 AC CMS

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SUBMISSION TO A VOTE OF
THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF OBERLIN, OHIO, AT A SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE
HELD ON MARCH 19, 2024, A PROPOSAL TO AMEND SECTION VII OF THE CHARTER
OF THE CITY OF OBERLIN, OHIO, TO PROVIDE METHODS FOR THE CREATION,
CHANGE OR ABOLISHMENT OF OFFICES, COMMISSIONS, DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS,
OR COMMITTEES OTHER THAN THOSE ESTABLISHED BY THE CHARTER AS AN
EMERGENCY MEASURE

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section XXVIII of the Charter of the City of Oberlin, the Council
previously appointed a Charter Review Committee to review the Charter of the City and make
recommendations to the Council; and

WHEREAS, the Charter Review Committee has completed its task of reviewing the
Charter and has made its recommendations to the Council; and

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Oberlin
to propose some or all of those recommended Charter amendments to the electors of the City of
Oberlin for approval.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Oberlin, County
of Lorain, State of Ohio that:

SECTION 1. The proposed amendment to Section VII of the Charter of the City of Oberlin,
Ohio, as is set forth in the attachment hereto, which is marked '"Exhibit A" and incorporated
herein by reference, is, subject to approval by the electors of the City of Oberlin, hereby approved
and adopted.

SECTION 2. This Council hereby authorizes the submission of the proposed amendments
to the electors of the City of Oberlin for acceptance or rejection at a special election to be held on
March 19, 2024, and if approved by a majority vote of the electors, shall become effective as of
the date of passage.

SECTION 3. The ballot language for said proposed amendment to Section VII of the
Charter of the City of Oberlin, Ohio, shall read as follows or as required to be modified by the
Ohio Secretary of State:

PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT
(A majority affirmative vote is necessary for passage.)

Shall Section VII of the Charter of the City of Oberlin be amended to provide
methods for the creation, change, or abolishment of offices, commissions,
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departments, boards, or committees other than those established by the Charter?

YES | SHALL THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SECTION VII OF
THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF OBERLIN, OHIO, BE
NO | ADOPTED?

SECTION 4. If this ordinance receives the affirmative vote of at least 2/3 of its members,
the Clerk of Council of the City of Oberlin shall cause this ordinance to be certified to the Board
of Elections of Lorain County, Ohio, as soon as possible but not later than 4:00 p.m. on December
20, 2023, and shall further cause the full text of said proposed Charter Amendment to be published
in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Oberlin, Ohio, at least once a week for three
consecutive weeks during the month of February of 2024.

SECTION 5. It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council
concerning or relating to the adoption of this ordinance were conducted in an open meeting of this
Council and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such

formal action were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements,
including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 6. This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peaclth, and safety of the citizens of the City of
Oberlin, Ohio, or to provide for the usual daily operation of a municipal department, to wit: to
comply with applicable time requirements to place a charter amendment on the ballot, and provided
that it is elevated to emergency status by the affirmative vote of at least five members of Council and
receives the affirmative vote of at least five members of Council upon final passage, it shall go into full
force and effect from and immediately after its passage; otherwise, it shall take effect on the earliest date
allowed by law.

PASSED: 1st Reading: November 20, 2023

2nd Reading:

3rd Reading:
ATTEST:
BELINDA B. ANDERSON, MMC BRYAN B%RGESS j
CLERK OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL

POSTED: 12/05/2023 EFFECTIVE DATE: 11/20/2023




EXHIBIT A

SECTION VIIL CREATION OF NEW DEPARTMENTS, OFFICES,
COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES - CHANGE OF DUTIES.

Council by ordinance may create, change, or abolish entities consisting of offices, commissions,
departments, boards, or committees other than those established by this Charter that are intended
to be permanent or as required by law. Council by ordinance may assign additional functions or
duties to such entities and those that are established by this Charter but may not discontinue or
assign to any other entity any function or duty assigned by this Charter to a particular entity.
Administrative officers appointed by Council shall serve at the pleasure of Council.

Council may by motion provide for such other boards, committees, or commissions for a specific
purpose and for a limited duration as it may deem necessary from time to time and determine the
purpose and the duties of each.




